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Synopsis

A Concise History of Christian Thought offers a succinct, readable survey of key Christian thinkers
and significant theological developments from the church’s inception to the present. In addition to
surveying over one hundred important Christian thinkers from Justin Martyr to Joseph Ratzinger
(Pope Benedict XVI), the book also covers major creeds, councils, and documents. Representative
extracts allow the reader to hear from each of the key thinkers in his or her own words.After having
sold more than 50,000 copies in its earlier editions, the current edition has been refined and
updated throughout and includes new material on key contemporary thinkers. It will appeal to

church leaders, interested laity, and students.
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Customer Reviews

'Moves just fast enough to be interesting and just slow enough to be accurate’ & ” Strait
Magazine'This is a book which will prove exceptionally useful, not only to students, but to all those
Christians...who know many of the names of the great Christian thinkers of past and present, but, in
many cases, have only the vaguest impression of what they actually thought. Here they can find a
succinct, accurate, readily intelligible and interesting account of the thought of Cyril of Alexandria,
John Wyclif, Jonathan Edwards, Reinhold Niebuhr, Hans KA ng, and 113 others, mostly individual
theologians, but including also some creeds, confessions and councils. Each period has a brief
scene-setting introduction, and each thinker is not only described but also quoted - a valuable
feature because even a brief paragraph gives the reader something of the ’flavour’ of the man’s

work’a ” Richard Bauckham, Professor of New Testament, St Andrews University, Scotland, in Third



Way. This comprehensive survey, completely revised and expanded, offers an ideal introduction to
the thinkers and writers who have shaped Christian history and Western culture, as well as
providing an insight into their major works.” Publishing News'This is a book which will prove
exceptionally useful, not only to students, but to all those Christians...who know many of the names
of the great Christian thinkers of past and present, but, in many cases, have only the vaguest
impression of what they actually thought. Here they can find a succinct, accurate, readily intelligible
and interesting account of the thought of Cyril of Alexandria, John Wyclif, Jonathan Edwards,
Reinhold Niebuhr, Hans KA ng, and 113 others, mostly individual theologians, but including also
some creeds, confessions and councils. Each period has a brief scene-setting introduction, and
each thinker is not only described but also quoted - a valuable feature because even a brief
paragraph gives the reader something of the 'flavour’ of the man’s work’a ” Richard Bauckham,
Professor of New Testament, St Andrews University, Scotland, in Third Way. --This text refers to an

out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Tony Lane is professor of historical theology at the London School of Theology. He is the author of
a number of books, including The Lion Christian Classics Collection, John Calvin: Student of the

Church Fathers, and Justification by Faith in Catholic-Protestant Dialogue.

Great information on church history, but horrible printing. My copy looks similiar to when you set
your printer to "draft" quality rather than "best" as | would expect it to look. | am still able to read it,

but it looks fuzzy at times.

| was required to read this book in a uni class that | took this year. | enjoyed it so much! Lane
presents the History of Christian thought in an organized, methodical, and thoughtful manner. The
text itself is easily understood, and engaging! Excellent resource for getting acquainted with the

history of Christianity!

| have used this in teaching homeschool high school classes. Great for getting an overview of
Christian thought. It does not just cover church history, which focuses on events, but gives the

history of ideas and theology.

An expanded and updated version of his earlier work of the same title, Lane does a great job of

coursing through the times and places and people and thoughts that have claimed their place in



Christian history, whether or not legitimate in and of themselves.Certainly a worthwhile reference

book for your shelf.

Great book!

Great service and timely shipping! Great book! A must have for every believer in Christ Jesus!

| used this book for my Bible 111 class and it was affordable, yet felt brand new.

Ordered this for a student. She is well satisfied.
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